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TWO 
EXTRAORDINARY 
LOCATIONS 
Valdivia, Chile 
UACh Isla Teja Campus 

A vibrant river city 
surrounded by temperate 
rainforests, wetlands, and 
coastline — and home to the 
program’s first eight weeks 
of coursework. 

Coyhaique, Chile 
UACh Campus Patagonia 

The gateway to Patagonia 
National Park, where 
students spend eight weeks 
studying and conducting 
research amid glaciers, 
mountains, and protected 
landscapes. 

VIRGINIA TECH STUDY ABROAD IN SOUTHERN CHILE & PATAGONIA 
Live and learn in one of the world’s most dynamic ecosystems — from glacier-carved valleys to misty fjords. 

Earn transferable credit toward your degree while taking part in an affordable, once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

FALL 2026  |  15 CREDITS 

Spend a semester in Chile through an immersive Virginia 

Tech study abroad program developed in partnership with 

the Universidad Austral de Chile’s UACh–VT Center for Global 

Sustainability. Engage in field-based learning and undergraduate 

research while exploring animal sciences, aquaculture, 

sustainability, natural systems, tourism management, and 

conservation in the Los Ríos and Aysén regions of Chile. 

WHY PATAGONIA? 
■ Study in one of the world’s most intact — and rapidly changing — ecosystems 
■ Test what you learn in class against real glaciers, volcanoes, forests, and working lands 
■ Examine how climate, biodiversity, and land use shape landscapes and livelihoods 
■ Explore how science, conservation, and communities intersect in practice 

globaleducation.vt.edu 

Learn more 
about the 

program and 
how to apply 

https://sa.globaleducation.vt.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12531
https://www.globaleducation.vt.edu/
https://international.uach.cl/
https://sa.globaleducation.vt.edu/_portal/tds-program-brochure?programid=12531


FINANCIAL MATTERS 
Program fee: $16,400 (includes tuition, shared housing, 12 meals 
per week, excursions, and in-country transportation). Students are 
responsible for airfare to and from Chile. 
Financial support: Scholarships are available — including awards 
that may cover up to the full program cost. Federal financial aid 
and private loans apply. 

WHAT YOU’LL STUDY 
You’ll choose from the courses listed below, all taught in English. 
A Pathways 6 (arts and design) course will also be offered. 
Students are required to enroll in a Spanish language course, with 
beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels available. 

■ Earth System Sciences & Natural Hazards 
Volcanism, glaciers, tectonics, and geologic risk 

■ Sustainable Futures in Patagonia 
Balancing ecology, culture, and economic development 

■ Natural Protected Areas & Sustainable Development 
Conservation, tourism, and community-based solutions 

■ Animals & Sustainability in Chile 
Conservation, aquaculture, production systems, and health 

■ Agricultural & Forestry Systems of Volcanic Landscapes 
Land use shaped by fire, ash, and resilience 

■ Heritage Crop Genetic Diversity 
Food systems and sustainability in cold-temperate climates 

■ Foundations of Veterinary Medicine & Animal Health 
A One Health approach with global relevance 

■ Required Spanish Language Course 
Beginner, intermediate, or advanced 

PROGRAM TIMELINE 
July 27 — Arrive in Valdivia 
July 28–Aug. 1 — International student orientation 
Aug. 2–Sept. 25 — Classes in Valdivia 
Sept. 26 — Travel to Coyhaique 
Sept. 27–Nov. 20 — Classes and research in Patagonia 
Nov. 20 — Program ends 

LEARN BY DOING 
■ Participate in course-related 
excursions across southern Chile 

■ Conduct hands-on research projects 
in Patagonia 

■ Learn through discussion, 
exploration, and applied coursework 

■ Engage directly with Chilean 
ranchers, farmers, policymakers, 
community-based advocacy 
leaders, NGOs, scientists, and local 
government officials 

WHO SHOULD APPLY? 
Ideal for students in: 

■ Biological sciences 

■ Animal sciences, agriculture, public 
health 

■ Environmental science & 
conservation 

■ Natural resources, ecology, forestry 

■ Any major interested in field-based 
learning 

HOUSING 
Students live together in off-campus 
housing in Valdivia and Coyhaique. 

DEADLINES 
■ Apply by: April 1 

■ Deposit due: May 10 

READY TO GO? 
Program contacts: 

■ Tess Dunn | tessadunn@vt.edu 

■ Robert Bodnar | rjb@vt.edu 
Virginia Tech is an EEO (including individuals with disabilities and veterans) employer. 

mailto:tessadunn@vt.edu
mailto:rjb@vt.edu



